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gram we are indebted to the activities and
energies of Dr. S. W. Smith the vice president
and local representative. Dr. H. M. Green was
re-elected as president and Dr. Smith as secre-
tary. Miss Petra Pinn continues as treasurer.
We assume that the next meeting will be held
in Nashville, Tenn., next August at the same
time as the meeting of the N. M. A.

THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

A banquet was given in the Hotel Sherman
in Chicago's famous Loop celebrating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the
Journal. Dr. 'Morris Fishbein, the editor of
The Journal of The American Medical Asso-
ciation was the guest speaker. His chautauqua
address was a gem, bristling with entertain-
mlent and valuable health information. Short
addresses were made by Drs. C. V. Roman, E.
T. Belsaw, and Dr. H. B. S. Marble for twenty-
five years of service and connection with the
Association and the Journal. Dr. W. G. Alex-
ander was also scheduled for honor on this
occasion. Although he was absent his name
was called along with the other honor guests.
The Fifth honoree was the Editor-in-Chief.
His address, which very likely will appear in
a subsequent number of the Journal, dealt with
Negro Mledicine.

It was a splendid affair. About 300 guests
sat down in the beautiful and spacious ball-
room where a splendid repast was well served
and a very enjoyable evening was spent.

To Dr. WI. 0. Bousfield, then our President-
elect, is due the honor for the consummation of
this delightful evening. It is worthy of note
that after all expenses of the banquet were
paid a decent sum was turned over to the
N. M. A.

MEHARRY, THE PROFESSIONAL
MECCA IN 1934

Meharry Medical College, Nashville, Tennes-
see, is the Mecca for the professional bodies
next year. In July the National Dental Asso-

ciation is scheduled to hold its third annual
meeting there and in August the National
Medical Association, National Hospital Asso-
ciation and the National Association of Negro
Graduate Nurses are expected to meet there at
the same time. The only unfavorable part of
this program is that the National Dental Asso-
ciation proposes to meet in July. It seems to
us fitting that all of these organizations should
meet at one and the same time to the mutual
advantage of each and to simplify the work
for the university officials and the local com-
mittee. It is only necessary that the officials
of the National Medical Association and the
National Dental Association get together in
order to consummate this plan. We are sure
that it can be done and believe that it will be
done.

GOITER
1. HISTORICAL OUTLINE

The thyroid gland is referred to in the writ-
ings of Galen, it being stated that the purpose
of the "two" glands is to furnish moisture.

The Arabian surgeon, Albucasis, is said to
have been probably the first to attempt the re-
moval of a goiter, at Bagdad, 939, A.D.

About one hundred authentic operations
were reported between 1596 and 1861
(Bartlett).

The first to point out that the thyroid gland
is the anatomical seat of goiter was Fabricus
de Aqua Pendente early in the seventeenth
century (Rienhoff).
The French Surgeon, Desault, in 1791, was

the first to dissect an adherent thyroid from
the trachea. Hodenus of Dresden in 1821 pub-
lished an account of the removal without a
death of six thyroids that were almost com-
pletely suffocating the patients.

.Flajani, an Italian physician described ex-
ophthalmic goiter in 1800. In 1825 Parry of
Bath, England, left a posthumous description
of the affection. The work of Graves was
published in 1835. The work of Basedow of
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Germany appeared in 1840. Charcot of France
described the disease in 1859. The latter dis-
covered accidentally that iodin was capable of
Ameliorating the symptoms of toxic goiter.
His colleagues failed to accept his teachings.
Charcot originated the term "goitre exoph-
thalmique."

Knowledge of the function of the gland
began with the clinical observations of Gull
in 1873 and Ord in 1878 on myxedema, and
of Kocher and Reverdin on cachexia strumi-
priva.

Mobius, in 1886, carefully described the eye
signs.

Baumann, in 1896, noted 'the presence of
iodin in the gland. The element iodin had been
discovered by Courtois in 1806. Long prior to
these discoveries, however, physicians had
treated the disease with sea sponges, which con-
tain iodin.

In the present century Kocher, Halsted, C.
H. Mayo, Crile and others have perfected the
surgery of goiter.

Marine has worked out the prophylaxis of
adolescent goiter. Kendall, in 1914, discovered
thyroxin, a crystalline substance having all the
physiological activity of the thyroid.
Plummer, in 1923, rediscovered the fact that

by means of iodin artificial remission of hyper-
thyroid symptoms could be produced.

OUR PRESIDENT

Dr. Midian 0. Bousfield is peculiarly fitted
for the duties and responsibilities for the high
office of President of the National Medical
Association. He is a man of broad experience,
wide contacts, accustomed to responsibilities,
has executive ability, broad sympathies, and a
pleasing personality. He is generous and hos-
pitable. His exquisite home life comprises a
loving, sympathetic mother, a talented wife,
and a charming daughter.

With the above enviable qualifications, he
comes into office at a favorable time. The

future of the organization was never brighter.
It is gradually emerging from an old to a new
era. The new president has a sufficiently
sympathetic knowledge of the old era with its
good and bad qualities to furnish a background
as a base from which he may direct his opera-
tions continuing the rejuvenation process which
has already started in the organization.

We congratulate the organization on its choice
of President. We congratulate the president on
being chosen. His administration will have the
united support of the medical profession in a
way that will enable him to preside next August
over one of the largest bodies the Association
has assembled in many years. We predict
further, that at the close of his administration
the affairs of the organization will rest upon the
firmest and most progressive foundation that
it has ever witnessed.

OUR GENERAL SECRETARY

Dr. C. A. Lanon was born, February 19th,
1891, in Brownsville, Fayette County, Penn-
sylvania. He attended the schools of his city
and graduated from the High School in 1909.
He received his pre-medical training at Howard
University and the University of Pittsburgh.
He graduated in medicine from the Medical
Department of Temple University, Philadel-
phia, in 1916. After an internship at the Doug-
las Memorial Hospital, Philadelphia, he began
practice in his home town in 1917 and continues
in that location. For three years he was a con-
tract doctor for a large mining corporation em-
ploying over 700 men with their families.

He has been active in civic and political matters
and held many important local positions. He
was organizer and for two years president of
the South West Pennsylvania and North West-
West Virginia Professional Club composed of
the allied medical branches and lawyers. He
has been a consistent member of the National
Medical Association for ten years and for the
past two years he was its Assistant Secretary.
He is also President-Elect of the Pennsylvania


